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I.— Foxi Potirics. 


155. Italy's friendly relations with France and Arch-Duke Ferdinand's 
visit to St. Petersburg fill the Indian Mirror with 
suspicion and mistrust: What might this amia- 
8 portend? Is there to be a new sort of political arrangement, say, a 
Quadruple Alliance between France, Italy, Austria and Russia? 


European politics. 


IIl.—Homet ADMINISTRATION, 
() Working of the Courts. 


156. The Bengalee complains that there is apparently a raid against the 
Hindu Community. They must have no place in 
ai Sal Cause Court Judge- the Educational Conference or on the University 
p· or | "eee 
Commission. They must be reduced to a minority 
in the Calcutta Corporation, and lastly they must be driven neck and crop from 
the Small Cause Court. Here is a succession of acts which is calculated to create 
an estrangement between the Government and the Hindu community, and to 
inspire the belief in the mind of that community that they are in the bad 
books of the Government. With these remarks the Bengalee proceeds to point 
out the injustice that will be done to the members of the Provincial Judicial 
Service if the appointment in the Small Cause Court, to which, under a former 
regime, they looked forward for the betterment of their position and 
prospects, were to be given away toan outsider. It next charges the Govern- 
ment with forcing Mr. Chatterji to retire simply to secure Mr. Dobbin a perma- 
nency in the Small Cause Court. Mr, Dobbin’s appointment as Registrar and 
Coroner is next inveighed against, and the suggestion is made to appoint a 
medical man, a Bengali for choice, to the latter appointment, 
Finally, it says that the agitation got up by the Indian community against 
Mr. Chatterji’s retirement would have in any other country decided the issue. 
In India, however, the rulers seek the aid of public opinion when it suits their 
convenience, unless it be the opinion of the omnipotent Chamber of Commerce, 
when, of course, the Government yields with a submissiveness which is in 
striking contrast. to the firmness which it exhibits when it has to deal with 
Indian public opinion. | 
157. The Amrita Bazar Patrika ih the course of a lengthy article, most 
1 cordiaily supports the prayer of the Anglo-Indian 
8 Defence Assoeiation that the Government should be 
pleased to so alter the law as to make it perfectly clear that the verdicts of 
juries are not to be set aside except in cases of perversity or unreasonable error. 
158. The Behar again 2 the creation ee Small prone in 
. atna and theappointment of an experienced Subor- 
r udge * the trial of ale. The. present 
2 of work is resulting in serious inconvenience and loss of money to 
itigants. 
. 159. Considering that the Chief Judge, Mr. Handley, strongly recom- 
oe 3 mended N55 y ayy 8 the Indian M weer 
228 or questions the right of the Government in compul- 
8 sorily 8 Chatter ji and throwing him = n 
the pension list, thereby causing a needless charge upon the State.“ The 
local Government cannot arbitrarily condemn and retire an officer as inefficient, 
regardless of the opinion of those who are in a. position to decide as to his 
efficiency. It is 4 to the spirit of the law and against the views 
of the Secretary o 
12 in which the principle which should govern Regulation No. 503 is clearly 
With regard to the vacancy caused by the retirement, which will most 
likely be filled up by gradual promotion, the Mirror expresses the hope 
that Government will make good the promise conveyed by the Hon ble 
Mr. Bourdillon in reply to certain questions put by the Hon’ble Dr. Ashutosh 
Mukerji in the Bengal Council, on the 21st July 1900, and confer the post of 


Registrar on a vakil or an Attorney, of the Calcutta High Court. 


* 


State, expressed in his despatch of the 8th August 
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160. The Amrita Bazar Patria expresses its satisfaction at the order of 

, the Lieutenant-Governor reprieving the sentence 

‘The reprieve of Amin Shaikh of death passed on Amin Shaikh of Malda. There 

oar is no other country in the world where capital 

sentence is passed with such a light heart as in India, and as the four has 

complained over and over again, reprieve is almost unknown here. His Honour 
will no doubt be blessed by the people of Malda for his good act. 7 


(d) — Education. 


161. The following article bs 2 seen 8 nen ae — 

“In these Hi ass English Schools, as a rule 
‘High Claps English Schools. there is far . much of — and far too little of 
real education. The result is, that the whole course of subsequent education 
in the college is frustrated by the poverty of the education imparted in the 
school. The teachers are seldom all that teachers should be; the proprietors 
of private schools are sometimes almost illiterate men or absentee managers, 
The text-books in English and History, prescribed by the University for the 
Entrance Examination, are often worthless, particularly the book in History, 
which is generally of the style of acram-book. The authorities of schools 
often take a hint * superior quarters and prescribe books, irrespectively 
of their merits, which they or their friends may have made, And, lastly, the 
system is bad. There is scarcely any attempt at making the books or subjects 
interesting, teaching: the boys to think for themselves, or to speak and write 
their own language. Scarcely one teacher in a hundred would be competent, 
we believe, to tell the substance of a chapter of history in his own words in 


‘the form of a story, or to give boys an insight into the first principles of 


Arithmetic and Geometry. The teachers think their duty is done when they: 
exact a certain amount of gat And the more they obtain of drudgery 
the more highly are they satisfied, The men who teach the first two classes 
in a school are generally the only men worth anything in a school, and their 
object is only to show good results in the Entrance. What if the boys are 
intellectually killed or paralysed ?” 
162. ‘The Universities Commission, says the Amrita Bazar Paitrtka, has 
V created considerable misgivings in the] mind of 
mine Ladian Universities Com. the Indian public, chiefly owing to the fact that 
8510. . ° e ; ° . 
there is not u single independent non-official Indian 
educationist on the Commission. The two Mussalman members, who are quite 
unknown to the generality of the Indian people, cannot represent Indian 
interests, and the three worthy local members are mere cyphers without a voice 
in the deliberation of the Commission. As a purely official body there is no 
necessity for the Commission; for the Governor-General in Council may as well 
record a resolution or introduce a Bill, and remodel the Universities in any way 
he chooses. | 7 : 
The Patria appeals to the public Associations to bring the matter 
prominently to the notice of the Viceroy. : 


(e) Municipal Administration and Local Seif- Government. 


163. The Bengalee relates a case in which the Municipal officers are 
3 7 alleged t6 have forcibly entered a house and pro- 
The passion for distraint in the ceeded to realise municipal dues by distraint, and 


employés of the Calcutta Munici- 


pality. appeals to the Chairman to curb this passion for 
distraint, for coercion, and for vigorous executive 
administration among a section of the municipal employés. 3 
164. The Bengales agrees with the nglishman, which quotes the opinion 
of Mr. Larmour, the Master of the Trades Asso- 
end ciation, with regard to the frequent changes in the 
personnel of the Chairman of the Corporation. 
These changes constitute the one fatal weakness of the municipal system, a2 
the efficiency of the office has repeatedly been sacrificed to the exigencies of 


The Caleutta Corporation 
the Trades Association. 


the Civil Service ay 
1 The Commissioners of tho old Corporation were blamed for their ineffi· 
ciency, but notwithstanding the reformation: and reconstitution, the old 


% 


Wr e r 


Wie 


CR) 
complaint is revived with the same emphasis, and by the representatives of a 
community who were in favour of the supersession of the old Corporation. 
Local Self-Government was destroyed because the Anglo-Indian com- 
munity resented the supremacy of the Hindu majority on the Corporation, 
and the Government, presided over by one who was never friendly to Indian 
aspirations, fell in with the views of that Neng ? B 
165. The Benga lee, referring to Babu Sita Nath Roy’s questions at the 


. n aues of barred aeg . demands by coercive measures, 

| asks: Surely the Corporation of Calcutta is not 
more august than His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for India. Can it 
then for a moment be imagined that while the second schedule of the Limitation 
Act expressly provides as a special privilege that in the case of a suit by or on 
behalf of the Secretary of State for India in Council, the period of limitation 
is to be sixty years, it could possibly have been the intention of the Legislature | 
to confer upon the Corporation an absolute immunity from the disabilities 
imposed by that Act? Will any one have the hardihood to maintain that the 
debts due to the Corporation are to go on like the brook, for ever descending 
from generation to generation, to be realized at any time and from any pereon 
that it pleased the Corporation? Such a preposterous doctrine could emanate 
from aly one place— Bedlam.” , | 

166. The Amrita Bazar Patrika comments strongly on the manner in 
which the Corporation is being conducted under the 
present regime as evidenced by their resorting to 
coercive measures in the case of Babu Gopal 
Chunder Biswas for enforcing payment of demands barred by limitation. This 
action has apparently been taken without the permission of the Chairman, or 
he has been misled when giving his sanction, and Mr. Greer is appealed to 
to find out the real culprits who led the Corporation to resort to these unjusti- 
fiable measures, and punish them accordingly. | | 

167. The Bengalee furnishes particulars of a typical case of Municipal 
zulum practised. upon a poor clerk who is already 
seriously involved in debt, and pronounces the 
conduct of the Calcutta Corporation to be little short of criminal. 

Babu Purna Chandra Mukerjee of 32, Aheereetola Street, was required to 
convert the service privies in his house into connected privies. He represented 
matters on three occasions to the authorities, but instead of a r he was 
prosecuted for not complying with the municipal notice. After being harassed 
for seven months, the prosecution fell through, as the municipality could not 
legally enforce their demand. Not satisfied with this, a year later the Corpora- 
tion. recommenced the persecution by serving a similar notice on Babu Purna 
Chandra, His further representation resulted in his being prosecuted a second 
time for the same alleged offence, On the date fixed for hearing the case, 
Mr Westmacott obtained a week's adjournment on behalf of the Corporation, 
and on the next occasion the case was withdrawn. 

The poor victim was harassed continually from September 1900 to January 
1902, doubtless presuming upon his ignorance of the law, and the rate-payers’ 
money was unnecessarily spent in employing Mr. We-tmacott in a perfectly 
ro:ten case, Aa | 

168. The Bengalee questions the propriety of the order under which 
: Overseer Babu Kali Prasanna Sen’s appeal to the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, against Mr. Bompas 
order of dismissal, has been returned for submission 
through the Deputy Commissioner, Sonthal Parganas. - ‘This procedure is not 
sanctioned by law or practice, obviously with the intention of not throwing 
obstacles in the way of memorialists. It is hoped the Bengal Government will 
decide the appeal upon its merits, and not avoid it by c fficial subterfuge. | 


( Questions affecting the land. 


1869. The Amrit Bazar Patrika repeats its old complaints that there is 
Be nothing to prevent the Government of this country 
. N Agricultaral imple- from following the example of Russia and either 
ere ae | sending out to America for some improved 
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agricultural implements, which have converted Siberis into s fruitful garden, 


or deputing some Indian to America to learn agriculture and agricultural: chemis. 
try, or importing some of these chemists from Europe or America. PEE cere 


(g)—Reilways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 
170. The Bengalas associates itself with the prayer of the memorialists to 
8 the Lieutenant : Governor that some steps should be 


taken to protect the lives and property of the people 
annually affected by the ravages of the Damodar floods. people 


— 


171. In spite of stringent orders, writes the Indian Micror, of the 
5 Government of India to afford every facility and 
ato Railway How. comfort to third-class passengers on Indian Reail- 


ways, complaints are continually being received. 
The grievances of these passéngers have developed into a huge scandal, and the 
Kast Indian Railway authorities have done absolutely nothing to remove 
them. | 
The Mirror is of opinion that the structure of the Howrah terminal statior 
is largely responsible for much of the ingonvenience, and urges that its proposed 
reconstruction, which has already received Government sanction, be carried out 
as early as possible, 1 0 


(h)— General. 


172. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reverts to the subject of the ruin of 
3 Bihar by the cultivation of indigo, and is deeply 
553 obliged to Lord Curzon for having brought the 
wretched condition of the Bihar raiyats to special prominence. His Excellency 
should now be pleased to apply the true remedy to remove the canker that is 
eating into the vitals of these unfortunate people. Itis not permanent settlement 
that is responsible for this state of things, but a system of cultivation by: 
foreign adventurers whieh drains the province to the extent of a million a year.” 
173. The Hindoo Patriot in a lengthy article on this subject, attributes 
India’s poverty to the annual drain of its capital, 
the destruction of its industries, the pressure of 
land revenue, the exclusion of qualified Indians from high State appointments, 
and the disintegration of the ancient village commonwealth. The joint 
system of living which formerly existed greatly minimised agricultural distress, 
but the English system has encouraged individuality, and so the cultivator is 
utterly unable, single-handed, to withstand the effects of drought. 5 
Ihe increase in the land revenue is no test of the prosperity of the agri- 
cultural classes, Crops may vary or may fail, but the revenue must be paid, 
so the money lender, who throws the desperate cultivator into hopeless in- 
debtedness with the exhorbitant rate of interest he charges, comes to his aid. 

„Railways may be extending, trade may be expanding, and wealth may 
be increasing in directions, but the pvor eultivator struggles on from day: 
to day without deriving any benefit from what is called economic prosperity.” 

174. The Amrita Bazar Patrika attacks Lord George Hamilton’s recent 
reply on the prosperity of India. 

In other countries, it says, the prosperity of 
the people is indicated by the absence. of famines 
and scarcities. In India it is done by their frequency and intensity, and Lord 
George Hamilton is one of those who thinks that a poor country can be made 
rich by phrases. 5 | 

175. The Bengalee, in the following quotation, maintains that for ad- 

1 ministrative purposes at least it is incumbent 
wat - ee 1 an Indian should be appointed to the Mining 


Poverty in India and its causes. 


Lord George Hamilton and the 
poverty of India. 


The labouring ee will consist of Indians, and of at least forty- 
seven different castes. Delicate questions may, and no doubt will, occur, the 
solution of which will depend upon an intimate knowledge of their wants and 
wishes. These caste- questions often give rise to dangerous complications, for in 
no other matter. are the Boogie so sensitive as in regard to. considerations oon- 

nected with caste and social status; and these difficult and delicate problems 


ire skilful. mbabipsilation 
ie the environments of the caste 
which alone can ensure their satisfactory: : 
gifted he may be, can appreciate e Bible 
caste problems. Such 
ignorant and labouring L 
therefore, T e of jo 
tor is here ceive with conditions which © presence 0 
the: Mining Board—one who is not only r with’ the — of ti 
inca! 5 0 the deeper problems of caste. 
iting on ee subject of the Mining Board. to ee 
The * lon d section 9 of the Indian Mines Act of 1901, the 
D . Amrita Basar Patria is surprised to hear thet in 
addition to the three ‘official members who -will 
necessarily be Europeans, the European mine owners are trying to have two 
of their nominees fastened upon the Board. 
Indian owners of mines will have a 1 complaint against its constitution 
if Kumar Dakhineswar Mallia or some other competent Indian, be not taken 
into the Board. The Kumar has been nominated by the Bengel I National 
Chamber of Commerce und the British Indian Association, and is Well qualifled 
to be u member. 
177. The Indian Mirror expr restos 3 oe * an Indian e 
not ointed as Administrator. Gen 
— e e sino . worthy. men are to be found Yor any 
great post in the Empire. It condemns the policy 
followed by Government in “it treatment of the Indians, and hopes that the 
Bill which provides for a Deputy Administrator is not brought in for the 
purpose of proving another Britisher with a luscious prize. This indecent 
monopoly is 2 prs of; for the Goverment should exhibit to the People 
of this coun practical s pirit of magnani to draw them closer; 
178. The 1 notices the rémarks of the High Court Judges in the 
„ Subdjvi, Oase of Babu Rach Behari Mondal vs. the Bubdiyi- 
. Bor against a Subdivi: sional Officer of Madhu that the latter can vassed 
raised in honour of his District Magistrate, Mr. Shires, and publishes a circular 
of Government issued by Mr. Shirres himself when boden Be ty, Ie 
down that a public servant is not to vray oh donation in which he be 
specially interested. In the face of t orders the — would l 
know how Mr. Shirres came to countenanve their violation. 
It adds: He must have been acquainted with these we They 
were brought to his cognizance, He did not stop them. He did not 
ently disapprove of them, though they were contrary to the orders of the 
Government of India, It will not do to make the Subdivisional Officer the 
scapegoat of the situation. The offence must be traced higher up, and we 
trust effective steps will be taken to prevent any De Magistrate or Sub- 
divisional Officer interesting himself in the promotion 
benefit of his immediate official superior.“ 
. In the same connection, the Jndéan Empire sa — 2 
pe After this we have no doubt that the Loa! 
Government will take adequate notice of the con- 
duct of the Subdivisional Officer concerned in this e aa but what 
‘we beg to suggest is, cannot the Government avail itself of Potion dite 
by issuing a circular order upon the Magistrates pointing out * 
and impropristy of putting pressure upon the people to Dr fre seen 
movement set on foot by them? This is not an im thing we ‘on 
been describing. No, the files of any Indian newspaper will show that ‘what 
we have said above is not a myth. If the. Government openly / discourages 
thisimisdirected neal on the part af ats officers, we think a real grievance of 
tho will be removed.“ 
1380. The Heagalos defends Lord Curzon. from the puerile 
‘The * reasonab 0 of the Nes regarding His Ex : 
* nablenegs” of to the Seorptary-of, State dep 
increase of the duty on tea. 3 
«In pt Ten ing to save the tea indus 7 from the ds 
is threatened, Carzon has done no more 
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imperative duty, and he ‘can well afford to despise the fulminations ofthe 
thunderer, — how his action has been viewed in the country, the destinies 
further console himself with the reflection which so often sustained Micha are 
Cobden, who once declared that whenever he was attacked by the Tims he 
instinctively felt that he had been in the right.” ) 5 Moons 


un Uma, 181, Commenting on the partiality shown by the Viceroy 1 
** Fob. 16 i Hon'ble Mr. Cotton and interest of the planters, which has resulted in the 
Nag A Hara = latter having triumphed over Mr. Cotton, the Chief 


Commissioner, the Indian Mirror states that things 
have been made easy to the conscience of Mr. Cotton’s successor, whose chief 
work will be negative. He will have to give to, and receive pleasure. from, 
. | the planters. No thought or care is bestowed on the coolie; the wretched 

“native” is best left alone. : 
Hnrpoo Parnior, 182, The Hindoo Patriot comments favourably on the action of the Gov- 
: 10th Feb. 1902, , ernment of India with regard to the differences 
& | 27081 between Mr. Cotton and the planters. The peculiar 
conditions of the tea industry in Assam have necessitated an artificial system of 
labour, and Lord Curzon has dealt with the matter in the interest of good 
Government. 
If Mr. Cotton had adopted a conciliatory attitude, he would, in the opinion 
of the Patriot, have been successful in attaining the object he had in view. His 
failure is mainly due to his uncompromising attitude, but his motives are highly 
appreciated. What has been done at such immense sacrifice will ultimately be 
productive of good results. 


eli, 183. The Bengalee regards as successful the appeal of the Indian Tea 
11th Feb. 1902, 140 Association to the Government of India, the re 

| peace of the Government being a vindication of the Tea 

Planters and open condemnation of the Chief Commissioner of Assam. . 

In the case of Mr. H. A. D. Phillips, Magistrate of Mymensingh, and 

Maharaja Surjya Kant Acharji, the Government did not publicly censure that 

officer because its prestige had to be maintained. But when the Tea Associa- 
tion is the complainant, then all considerations of prestige are scattered to the 

winds, and the — — of a great Province, who had held some of the highest 

offices in the State, and the purity of whose motives not even his enemies can 

dispute, is publicly censured and at a time when after a brilliant record he is 

about to retire from the services of Government! The moral effect of this publie 

censure of a great Proconsul is disastrous. Henceforth young Civilians w 

5 learn the lesson that to befriend the coolie or the “native” is the greatest of all 
| mistakes, if they mean to rise high in the service. Even high talents and spot- 
less integrity will not ensure elevation to the great prize-appointments in the 
service, if they are associated with the fatal weakness of sympathy for the 

people. Is this a lesson which the Government of India wish to teach? Whether 

) they wish it or not, they have taught it in a way that none can mistake the lesson 

or overlook its significance. The reply affords one more proof, if indeed fur- 

ther proof were required, of the omnipotence of the European commercial 

interest is this country, and of the impotence of the Government in a collision 

between that interest and its own officers. ‘The truth is as clear as the noonday 

sun that the Government has practically abandoned its functions, and that the 

country is ruled by the Chamber of Commerce and its cognate Associations. It 

is a great triumph for the Chamber; but it is a lamentable confession on the 

part of the Government. We must say we had expected better things from a 

Government presided over by Lord Curzon; but even the strongest. Viceroy 

India has ever had is as weak as weakness itself in the presence of the omnipotent 


Chamber“. 
Ame Nin 184. With reference to the reply of the Government of India to the 
sin Pot, 88 memorial of the Indian Tea Association against 


3 Chief Commissioner of Assam, the Amrita Bazar 

| Pairtka says: On the whole, we cannot approve of the letter of the Govern- 
ment to the planters. Its tone and substance are objectionable, and its effects 

are likely to be disastrous not only to the coolies but the planters likewise — 
Why dothe planters take it ill if critics find fault with their system or the 
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individuals who act in a lawless manner? So long they will need the help 
compulsory contracts and Criminal Courts for the carrying out of their b 
ness, 80 long they can never hope to prosper.” gt CAR ny 
1 III.-LreiSLATIOx. ae 3 | 
185. The most objectionable feature in the Cantonment Bill, says the 
See thiamin Om: Amrita Basar Pairika, is section 3, which provides 
for the practical confiscation of all private lands in 
a Cantonment. All the Indian non-official members of Council objected, but 
a European non-official member was required to send in an amendment to 
obtain a chance of its being considered by the Government. The Honorable 
Fugh, who had already proposed an amendment with regard to the same 
on, 


withdrawn it, and forwarded another for its entire omission. 
186. Referring to the Cantonment Bill, the Amrita Bazar Patrika is Am. Bama 


mia thankful to the Government for relaxing the strin- . 3 
gency of the original measure in several important 

particulars. One clause however remains which is altogether destructive of 

private rights of property, and the Hon’ble Mr. Pugh has given notice of 

an amendment directed against this objectionable feature of the Bill. It is 


hoped the Government will accept the.amendment and thus restrict the opera- 
tion of the measure to its declared object. 


Ee 


* — 3 * „ . wa 


Mr, 
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IV.—Native. States, 


187. The Behar Herald devotes a leading article to Lord Curzon’s i usa, 
aims in regard to remodelling the system of . 
8 Carson on Rajkomer education imparted in the Rajkumar Colleges 
y in India, and remarks that His Excellency’s 
address on the subject must seem highly satisfactory to those who, like itself, 
are in favour of the establishment of a Rajkumar College in Bhagalpur. 


188. Power and Guardian repeats 2 complaint 2 by, ing Lounn anô O 
. Bengalis from the perial Cadet Corps, ä * 5 
she Cadet Corpe. Excellency the Viceroy has done 195 fe 3 n 0 


— 


injustice and taken away a good deal from the graciousness of the gift. 
It 2 urges the claims of noblemen like Raja Ashutosh Nath Roy 
and Babu Ganode Prosonno Mukerji. | | 


189. Power and Guardian says it remains to be seen how His owss asp 
Excellency the Viceroy will deal with the Maharaja » pov. 1902. 
of Panna, whose case is invested with peculiar — „ 
interest ex Po the fact that he was denied the privilege of being tried by : ; 
his peers, This constitutes a flaw in the proceedings which is sure to attract ae 
notice in England. eee ) 
It believes the case will not end here, but will have to be taken across 
the seas to England. However, it humbly and respectfully prays that His 
Excellency, in whose mature and impartial judgment it has every confidence, 
will deal out fair and impartial justice to a “ friend ” who is now a suppliant 
for it. All feudatories of British India are the friends of the Viceroy and 
termed as such in official documents, just as English peers are the cousins” of 
the Sovereign. 5 . weit QUI a ay 
190. Perusing the memorial of Syed Akbar Ali, Syed Kurshed Ali and Pin 
a the Vi others to thie: Viceroy, vine for His Exeellency’s eee Oe 
A e te the Viceroy. = interference in the alleged encroachment on their 
estate by the Junagadh State, the Bengale says :— „„ 
It is not our purpose to enter into the merits of their ease. But reading 
the memorial one cannot fail to be struck by the cogency of the arguments 
advanced and the overwhelming array of expert opinion te ig to the 
validity of their claims. To trace the history of their claims would.be to trace 
the history of the political events of Kathiawar. In any case, to be deprived 
of one’s ancestral possessions is a misfortune of the gravest character. And 
it is adding insult to injury to turn a deaf ear to the piteous appea of the 
wronged party. We cannot for a moment believe that either the Government 
of Bombay or the Government of India could have been a party to the: alleged 


The Panna case. 
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Indian Mirror, 
llth Fet.. 1902. 


BENGALEE, 
th Fob, 1902. 


AMRITA Basar 
PaTRika, 


8th Feb. 1902. 


demands. We shall take the liberty of . to His Excell 


done to the petiti 


kag on 


will assert his authority and iz the — that justice whieh. their 


cause 
ency’s notice, 
the five main points urged in the memorial, and on which the determination 


of the points aa issue mainly nds :— 
I. They are Jagirdars ( ndlorda) subordinate only to the Paramount 
Ne like other J agirdars who inhabit Kathiawar in scores. 

br are, if not Jagirdars, at any rate Mulgrasia {lamdlorde) in. thé : 
J cna tate in consideration of their ancient rights. 

They do not come under exceptions provided in rule 1 of the 
Bombay ee ee Rules for excluding certain persons from the ca 
of Mulgraia; 1 wd they have not held their lands on charitable tenure, as 


also appears from opinion of Mr. T. R. Stokes, an eminent Connsel of the 
Calcutta 8 


ey are at least entitled to the benefit of the order of the Bombay 
9 which allowed the settlement of their dispute by a Commission. 
V. They ar, under any and every Areas entitled to the 
otection of the Paramount Power from the encroachment and oppression of 
the J a State. 


191. Continuing its articles on this subject, the Indian Mirror calls the 
Government Resolution on Indian Chiefe? Colleges 
a most unwise one. Ifthe illustrious Gaekwar has 
at times been an “ Absentee Ruler,” he has 

a vast amount of practical knowledge from his foreign travels, which 
i ably utilised in remodelling the system of education for the sons of 
Native Priced. He has not only anticipated what Lord Curzon has had to say 
and suggest at the Conference, but has rr further by wisbing to throw open 
for the middle class and peasants, a system of education subject to the 
necessary differences belonging to their destiny in life. It is not only for 
aristocratic exclusiveness in — affairs that he contends. 


PR * . of Native 


VI — MISCELLANEOUB, 


192. The Bengalee writes as follows: 
„The Leeds Daily News has secured a cheap 
advertisement by publishing a canard to the effect 
thet precautions are being taken in India to guard against an apprehended 
rising of the Native R * The writer, evidently, vields to none in his 
ignorance of India, o 2 ould have thought thrice before giving publicity 
to “news” of this 42 Talk of a rising of the Native troops 
than whom no more trusty and devoted soldiers bear arms in the service of 
the King - Emperor l“ 
193. The Amriia Baear Pairita ridicules the story circulated 
N13. by the Leeds Daily News regarding the possible 
rising of our native regiments in Indi 
and says that these outbursts are the results of panic, born of a 
conscience :— 
In the amidst of their hanger the people of India have to suffer for the 
unjust, unfounded, nay, ridiculous suspicions their rulers. There are two 
ieies open to the Government. One is to provide against the results 
of discontent, the other is to remove the cause of the discontent and 
Government is following the first policy. It has disarmed the 2 
ar Police and Magi “a 
yeta natural event, a mango amen ring, i 
has = 


on us there. “se these outbursts, 
a e widen the breach 
de rl and serve to secur 


Manufacturing & scare. 


55 a carte 


( 63 ) 


194, The Indian — considers 2 | = ag eg Hoo — 8 
pass ; onument to make place for the Victoria Memo- 
ae Hall—Lord Curzon’s ‘own best monument 
would be an act of sacrilege, and ventures to ask why not a single European 
or Indian Architect has been asked to devise an original plan for the memorial 
or to carry His Excellency’s own pre-conceived plan into execution. 
195. The following is taken from the Bengalee :— 
sip: ‘¢ The substance of the Viceroy speech which we 
5285 published yesterday with regard to the Memorial 
Hall comes to this—that the architecture will not be Indian, the materials 
will not be Indian, the architect will not be Indian, though of course the bulk of 
the money has been found by the Indian people. The great architectural 
monuments of the past which lie scattered broadcast over the er were 
conceived by the genius of Indian architects, and the materials were Indian. 
Times have changed. Modern civilisation combines the dulce with the utile 
the beautiful with the useful. The requirements of the Memorial Hall ma 
necessitate the introduction of a foreign style of architecture. But inasmue 
as the Memorial is to be national and Indian, and it is to be located in an 
Oriental city, the envircnments of the place, the style of architecture peculiar 
to the East, and national ideas and prejudices, require that the needs of the 
classical style should be subordinated to the tastes of the people, and the 
Oriental character of the Memorial should be clear and distinct. e are afraid 
His Excellency’s speech must give rise to the impression that the Memorial 
will be Classical and Western rather than Indian or Oriental.” 


196. Considering that Lord Curzon has given the subject of the Memo- 
aus rial more attention than any other business matter, 
re including even the question of Land Revenue 

and Famine, the Amrita Bazar Patrika refrains from criticism It believes 
that His Excellency has only to bring out what is in his mind in order to 
furnish a better design than what the best professional designers could supply. 
If the Viceroy sees those who know not as much as he does himself, criticising 
his work, he will experience the same feeling as the Indian public did when 


they saw His Excellency criticising the question of Land Revenue in his famous 


resolution, a subject which he has yet to master. ) 

The journal advises that England be asked for a subsidy in connection 
with the Memorial, as the state of this country, due to famine, prevents further 
subscriptions being collected. It likewise suggests that the structure be built 
on an island such as the one in the Hooghly about half-a-mile north of the 
Howrah Bridge. : 


197. The Hindoo Patriot fears that the time honoured monument of 
mia Sir David Ochterlony will have to make room for 
the Victoria Memorial, but both Indians and Euro- 

peans feel that its removal will be an act of sacrilege. 


198, The Amrita Bazar Patritu combats the objections raised by the 
Pioneer with regard to the Viceroy’s note on the 
subject of the Queen’s Memorial, and maintains 
that beauty should not be sacrificed because justice ison the side of the 
contention that India’s Memorial should be erected with India’s money. 
Indian material, and Indian workmen, It is sentiment and not a sense of 
profit and loss that has led the Indians to erect a memorial to their Queen, 
alien though she was in race and religion. Business feelings should in no way 
tarnish this grand work of moral and material beauty. | 

a The Patria hopes that the Pioneer will let Lord Curzon alone in this 

usiness. 


199. The Rengalee observes with appreciation that the people of India 
8 ; are at last turning eagerly towards the industries. 

n It exhorts them to forsake their notions of follow- 
ing a profession of spurious res ner aS and to shew that they have assimi- 
lated the lessons learnt in schools and colleges about the dignity of labour. 
It does not see why Indians should not turn the raw materials which this 
country produces in such abundance into manufactured goods, make their own 
leather and boots. All rich saccharine fruits may be made to yield wine, The 


The Pioneer and the Memorial. 
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( 64 ) 
ys jack fruit with its highly rich and saccharine ingredients ought to 


‘eld a lucious wine to our industry. Why do not our graduates with their 

ends full of chemical theories take up the experiment instead of breaking 
their hearts in trying to achieve the impossible at the Bar which is full to more. 
than over - flowing? : | 
200. The Bengalee publishes a letter from.its Diamond Harbour corre- 


spondent complaining that some European soldiers 
123 n Fort Chingrikhal committed an 
atrocious offence upon a Bairagi boy. The Bengalee 
appeals to His Honour to cause a thorough Tr into the matter to brin 
the delinquents to justice and to protect the civil population against bru 
violence, whether committed by Indians or Europeans. 
201. Referring to the case of assault now pending trial in Bhagalpur, 


= : . brought by arespectable pleader against a Euro 
The Englishman's alleged di- 0 —— O'Oounot, whan wife . 
dain for Natives. é 
travel in the same compartment with the wife of the 
pleader, because she was a native, Power and Guardian says :— 

The case illustrates the gulf that separates the rulers and the ruled in 
India even after a century and-a-half’s close and intimate connection—a case 
which proves conclusively that in spite of the vaunted principles of equality 
and fairplay which guide and control the ruling race, the latter have a diadam 
for the childern of the soil which is neither acceptable to reason nor creditable 
to the rulers. This disdain, — this hatred the Indians will survive, for it is not 


in the nature of things that the 300 millions of Indians can be wiped off the 


face of the earth by the sulky frowns or angry glances of Anglo-India and its 
wife; but if the history of the world teaches us any lesson, the present attitude 
of the British rulers of India will rebound and act adversely onthem. That 
time may yet be far,far off, beyond the ken of puny man, but thereit is in the 
unseen womb of the future and it is this belief in the destiny of individuals as 
of nations that consoles the Indians for the many marks of hate and disdain 
which they daily and hourly receive at the hands of their masters.” 
202, The Congress, writes Power and Guardain, is regarded as an annual 
The C tina which gives its leaders an opportunity of 
on gz inging the praises of their past performances. They 
have lost sight of the fact that the Congress is a 
national institution whose aim it is to teach the toddling nation to stand upon its 
political legs and to regenerate the Hindus. The bombustic speeches contain 
earnest appeals to younger men to relieve them of their onerous work, but when 
it comes to the election of a Congress Committee which would turn out youn 
men on whom the mantles of the present leaders might worthily fall, they stan 
aloof, so as not to part with one jot of their power. It appeals to the entire 
nation to make ita real, live constitution whose voice will be taken by the 
world to be the voice of United India. he 
203. In the course of an article on the achievements of the Rajkumar of 
1 and Eng. Puhalhati as a sportsman, Power and Guardian says:— 
lish opinion. ed ‘We are mightily pleased whenever we hear of 
55 the achievements of our countrymen in the field, 
for situated as we are a military career is not open to us, and the laurel of 
heroes isnot destined to adorn our brows.’ We sigh for the permission of 
our rulers to shoulder a gun or buckle a sword in the defence of our mother 
country and of the throne of out Imperial master; but also ! we sigh in vain. 
So deep-rooted seems to be their antipathy towards ourselves that they have 
not yet surmounted the obstacle of suspicion, and they will not allow us to take 
our rightful position in the scale of nations. 


When we congratulate the Rajkumar of Dubalhati and wish him as much 


‘success as a shikars as Maharaja Surjya Kanta Acharjya Bahadur, Babus 


Ganoda Prosonno Mukerjee and Jagat Kissore Acharjya, or Raja Ashutosh 
Nath Roy, we feel that the larger the number of nimrods among us, the nearer 
will we approach to the goal—the goal of fulfilment of our aims and ambitions. 
To stigmatise a whole race without even giving them an opportunity to prove 


their worth—is an action not suited to a manly nation like the English. However 
impartial, Anglo-Indian writers like Messrs. Oldham and Blair have generously — 


raised their voice in protest against the evident injustice of such a proceeding 


(es) 


but without any appreciable effect. We may, therefore, take it for granted that 
the responsible rulers of India will never give us the e we seek and pray 
for; and therefore we must rely solely on ourselves, Our 
fore, be directed towards improving our position by achievements in the field, 
sports and manly games, such as football, cricket, polo, etc, We never engage 
in such exercises as tent-pigging, pig-sticking, though in marksmanship many 
of us give way to none. hen we prove our physical strength and courage by 
competing successfully with Europeans in their manly games and exercises, they 
will be forced, however against their inclination, to admit our claims to equalit 
and, making a virtue of necessity, open to us the portals of the military an 
naval services.” 
204. The Amrita Bazar Patrika expresses hearty sympathy with Lad 
Lady Curzon’s scheme for the oa gi educating — yo gees * 0 
*. wives 18). as every hope that under her 
„ able guidance and An care the project will 
attain the success it so well deserves. 

205. Writing on the subject of political rights, the Hindoo Patriot con- 

1 demns the action of those who critcise the policy 

The political rights of Indiens. of the Government as it is unreasonable to claiin 

equality with the rulers, when the fact remains that this country has been gained 

by force of arms. All concessions should be cheerfully and thankfully accepted, 

and Indians must not deceive themselves by thinking that anything is gained 

as a matter of right. They must know their political position and assume a 
befitting attitude towards the rulers. 

206. In connection with an appeal made to the Viceroy, suggesting that, 
with the object of commemorating Indian great- 
ness, a marble slab should be put on the house where 
the late Keshub Chunder Sen lived and died, the Bengalee mentions the names of 
Rai Bankim Chunder Chatterjee Bahadur and Raja Rajendra Lala Mitra, as 
distinguished men worthy of being accorded similar consideration. 

Commemorative slabs affixed to their residences will be an honour to their 
memory which Indian public opinion will gratefully appreciate. 

207. The Indian Mirror writes:. : | 

se ities tines’ Wit It is not half a bad idea of the Mahammadan 
H. K Eins Keward VII. Union of Calcutta to see the Indian title of the King 
Emperor revised. The members of the Union have resolved that the Viceroy 
should submit a representation to King Edward requesting him to assume a 
Hindustani title at his Coronation, They think that the familiar title of Kaiser- 
i-Hind belongs to the late Queen Victoria for all time; and almost seem to hint 
that for any other to assume it were desecration. They suggest as an alternative 
the grandiose title of Shah-in-Shah, which is in Persian The King of Kings.“ 
Some few people will think that this is Imperialism run mad. But we live in 
Imperialistic times, and this is not the first time that an earthly god will have 
been distinguished by the title which is of right Lord God’s alone!” 


—— slabs. 
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